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SUBJECT: USTINOV PROMOTED TO MARSHAL 

1 . USTINOV’S PROMOTION TO THE RANK OP MARSHAL WAS 
ANNOUNCED TOWARD THE END OP THE 9:00 P.M. TELEVISION 
NEWS JULY 30, AND IN THE CENTRAL PRESS JULY 31. THE 
TELEVISION ANNOUNCER READ THE SUPREME SOVIET DECREE 
AND USTINOV'S BIOGRAPHY WHILE A STILL PICTURE OP 
USTINOV (IN UNIPORM) WAS SHOWN ON THE SCREEN. MORNING 
PAPERS FRONT-PAGED THE DECREE AND THE BIOGRAPHY; 
KRASNAYA ZVEZDA INCLUDED A LARGE PICTURE OP USTINOV. 

THE BIOGRAPHY LISTED THE MAJOR EVENTS IN USTINOV'S 
LENGTHY CAREER BUT DID NOT MENTION THAT HIS PROMOTION TO 
GENERAL OP THE ARMY OCCURRED ONLY THREE MONTHS AGO. 
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2. COMMENT. IT MAY BE SIGNIFICANT THAT USTINOV’S 
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LATEST PROMOTION WAS ANNOUNCED JUST ONE DAY AFTER 
PUBLICATION OF BREZHNEV'S "INTERVIEW" WITH A 
PRAVDA CORRESPONDENT REGARDING THE CSCE FINAL ACT 
AND WESTERN "INTERFERENCE ' IN ITALY, WHICH IS BEING 
GIVEN MAJOR MEDIA COVERAGE. THIS IS ALSO SOMEWHAT 
PARALLET TO USTINOV'S PHYSICALLY RECEIVING HIS 
PROMOTION TO GENERAL OF THE ARMY AT THE SAME KREMLIN 
CEREMONY WHERE BREZHNEV WAS GIVEN HIS MARSHAL'S 
STAR AS CHAIRMAN OF THE DEFENSE COUNCIL. 

3. BY COINCIDENCE, WE RECENTLY DISCUSSED CURRENT 
SOVIET POLITICAL-MILITARY RELATIONS WITH DISSIDENT 
HISTORIAN ROY MEDVEDEV, WHO SAID HE WAS PUZZLED BY 
BREZHNEV'S RECEIPT OF THE MARSHAL'S RANK BUT SUPPOSED 
IT REFLECTED A MOVE BY THE BREZHNEV GROUP TO ENSURE 
CONTROL OVER THE MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. MEDVEDEV 
THOUGHT BREZHNEV AND HIS SUPPORTERS WERE KEENLY AWARE 
THAT THROUGHOUT SOVIET HISTORY THE MILITARY TENDED 
TO PLAY A CRITICAL ROLE DURING TIMES OF POLITICAL 
CRISIS. HE ALSO THOUGHT THAT THE MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT 
WAS UNHAPPY BOTH WITH USTINOV'S APPOINTMENT 
AS MINISTER OF DEFENSE AND WITH BREZHNEV S NEW 
MILITARY RANK. (DETAILS BEING REPORTED BY AIRGRAM.) 

IF MEDVEDEV IS RIGHT - AND HE INDICATED HE HAD 
GOOD SOURCES OF INFORMATION - THE MILITARY CERTAINLY 
WILL NOT BE PLEASED WITH USTINOV'S ELEVATION 
TO THE RANK OF MARSHAL. MATLOCK 
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